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' Welcome To Family Rights Group

We are the charity that works with parents in England and
Wales whose children are in need, at risk or are in the
care system and with members of the wider family who
are raising children unable to remain at home.

We advise parents, grandparents, other relatives and
friends about their rights and options when social workers
or courts make decisions about their children’s welfare.

We campaign for families to have a voice, be treated fairly
and get help early to prevent problems escalating. We
champion family group conferences and other policies
and practices that keep children safe within their family
network.

By joining the Family Rights Group Supporters Network
you’'ll get regular updates, hear about ways to get involved PLEASE SIGN UP NOW
and make a crucial contribution to our work.

READ ABOUT

OUR ADVICE SERVICE

Ve can advise if you are a parent, friend or relative
and social worlers are involved in your child's life, or
you need extra support from Children's Services.

Call our advice line on: 0808 801 0366

Visit our: Di:
Visit our: MNe
Visit our:

Advice FAQs

Discussion
Boards

Sign up to our
e-newsletter

Tweets
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Carers Kinship carers 'left poor and homeless
by welfare changes'

People who give up work to raise child relatives report benefit
caps, evictions and sanctions BUT SNOW LEOPARDS
STILL NEED OUR HELP
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'Kinship carers' denied thousands of
pounds over two-child cap

Campaigners call for change to rules as people are denied tax
credits for their own children after caring for young relatives
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Carers who voluntarily look after younger relatives to stop them being t
into care are being denied thousands of pounds in welfare entitlement
result of the two-child benefit cap, despite government promises to exempt
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“We are facing a crisis and, truth be told,
we have no very clear strategy for meeting
the crisis. What is to be done?”

A “collation of the willing” — sector led

Examine the reasons for the rise in care proceedings and number of
children in care in England & Wales — knowledge synthesis

Take account of the current national economic, financial, legal and

policy context that impacts on families and on local authority & court
practice

|dentify solutions at practice, organisational and system level to tackle
the crisis — England & Wales.



Public care applications in England Number of looked after children per 10,000 children in England

(source: Cafcass) [source: DfE, SFR 5072017, Table HT; ONS)
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Graphs on this slide and the next are reproduced from: Thomas, C. The Care Crisis Review: Factors contributing to national increases in numbers of looked after children and applications for
care orders. All CCR reports available at: https://frg.org.uk/involving-families/reforming-law-and-practice/care-crisis-review.



https://frg.org.uk/involving-families/reforming-law-and-practice/care-crisis-review

Public care applications in Wales

(source: Caftass)

Number of looked after children per 10,000 children in Wales
(source; StatsWales: Children looked after at 31 March per 10,000 population; ONS)

g8

g 2 2 8 8 8
000k Jad uaipy jo Jaguiny

& =
ry

150
100

suapedde jo saguunp

LEEL

NE

]

0z
200 20m 2 m 20 05 e m

02 G407 04 (02 O4(02 04|07 0402 04|02 04 )02 G407 04

006 | 209



Key messages across the
Review

* Blame, shame, fear & frustration
« A complex picture: no single solution

« Consensus regarding:
- Relationship building being at heart of good practice
- The wider family and community being an untapped
resources for some children.

. to create conditions
that allow good relationships to flourish.




817 family members.

Explore options early
enough. Rushed decisions

Felt unprepared for role as
Kinship carer.
Abandonment.

Majority of kinship carers
responding were
grandparents.

Struggling to get funds for
legal representation.

Absence of a sense of
partnership.







Partnership. Support a
whole family approach —
FGCs.

LA renewed focus on
developing, publishing &
Implementing.

Strengthen F&F statutory
guidance to reflect
Review messages

Improving Outcomes for
Children Framework explicit
regarding importance of
Kinship care.




Kinship Care Alliance — welfare

survey
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Kinship carers 'left poor and homeless 90% In En g l an d
by welfare changes'

People who give up work to raise child relatives report benefit
caps, evictions and sanctions BUT Sm]w LEGPARDS

T
STILL NEED OUR HELP 37% single carers
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Multiple financial
hardships.



Has becoming a kinship carer caused you financial
hardship?
Of 317 respondents, 94% (297) said it had caused financial
hardship or disadvantage. Impact included: losing home,
using a foodbank; getting into debt.

“Due to having given up two
jobs to care for my
granddaughter money is how
tight”

Losing work, harder to earn
Only 12% of survey

respondents were working FT.

‘I have used all my savings

“Can’t live on monthly pay, to live off, now they have

getting into more debt” gone, | am struggling to
even feed us”




