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A 

question 

worth 

posing!



“We are facing a crisis and, truth be told, 

we have no very clear strategy for meeting 

the crisis.  What is to be done?”
Sir James Munby, 2016

• A “collation of the willing” – sector led

• Examine the reasons for the rise in care proceedings and number of 

children in care in England & Wales – knowledge synthesis

• Take account of the current national economic, financial, legal and 

policy context that impacts on families and on local authority & court 

practice

• Identify solutions at practice, organisational and system level to tackle 

the crisis – England & Wales.



Graphs on this slide and the next are reproduced from: Thomas, C. The Care Crisis Review: Factors contributing to national increases in numbers of looked after children and applications for 
care orders.   All CCR reports available at: https://frg.org.uk/involving-families/reforming-law-and-practice/care-crisis-review.  

https://frg.org.uk/involving-families/reforming-law-and-practice/care-crisis-review




• Blame, shame, fear & frustration

• A complex picture: no single solution

• Consensus regarding:

- Relationship building being at heart of good practice

- The wider family and community being an untapped 

resources for some children.

• The challenge: to create conditions 

that allow good relationships to flourish.

Key messages across the 

Review  
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817 family members.

Explore options early 

enough.  Rushed decisions
Struggling to get funds for 

legal representation.

Felt unprepared for role as 

kinship carer.  

Abandonment.

Absence of a sense of 

partnership.

Majority of kinship carers 

responding were 

grandparents.



The lack of clear process around 

special guardianship, lack of clear 

policy and procedures relating to 

viability assessments.  Out (VA) 

was not shared with us but was 

lodged in court…before we were 

told of the outcome.

“We supported our grandchild’s mother 

throughout and feel we helped in a small way 

to enable her to keep her baby but we did this 

despite the local authority, not because of.  

They never involved us in anyway and at times 

appeared confused about their own plans and 

processes”
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whole family approach –

FGCs.

LA renewed focus on 

developing, publishing & 

implementing.

Improving Outcomes for 

Children Framework explicit 

regarding importance of 

kinship care.

Strengthen F&F statutory 

guidance to reflect 

Review messages



Kinship Care Alliance – welfare 

survey 
517 respondents

90% in England

37% single carers

Multiple financial 

hardships.
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Has becoming a kinship carer caused you financial 

hardship? 

Of 317 respondents, 94% (297) said it had caused financial 

hardship or disadvantage.  Impact included: losing home; 

using a foodbank; getting into debt.

Losing work, harder to earn

Only 12% of survey 

respondents were working FT.

“Due to having given up two 

jobs to care for my 

granddaughter money is now 

tight”

“Can’t live on monthly pay, 

getting into more debt”

“I have used all my savings 

to live off, now they have 

gone, I am struggling to 

even feed us”


